
 

 

 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday January 18, 2021 at 7:00pm | Borough Council Chambers 

 
Members Present:   Charles Strauss, Martin Jolin, Sarah Kipp, John Rice, Kierstan Belle 

Staff Members:   Carly Marshall, Planning Director, Chad Clabaugh, Borough Engineer 

Members of the Public:   Gil Picarelli, KPI Technology; Scott and Debra English, 68 W High Street 

Reorganization:   Ms. Marshall presided over the reorganization meeting until a new Chair was duly 
elected. 
Ms. Kipp nominated Mr. Strauss as Chair.  Mr. Strauss was elected after a vote of 5-0. 
Ms. Kipp nominated Mr. Jolin as Vice Chair.  Mr. Jolin was elected after a vote of 5-0. 
Ms. Kipp nominated John Rice as Secretary.  Mr. Rice was elected after a vote of 5-0. 
 
Convene Meeting: Mr. Strauss called to order the Tuesday January 18, 2022 reorganization meeting of 
the Gettysburg Borough Planning Commission at 7:10 p.m.            

Review and Approve Agenda:  Mr. Rice made a motion to accept the Planning Commission agenda.  
Ms. Belle provided a second, and the motion carried unanimously. 

Review and Approve Minutes:  Ms. Kipp made a motion to accept the December 20, 2021 meeting 
minutes as presented.  Mr. Jolin provided a second and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment: None. 

High Street Brews Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan:  Gil Picarelli introduced a revised 
plan submitted digitally January 10.  There was some discussion about the consolidation of the existing 
lots, planting strip width, and planting size. 

Ms. Kipp made a motion to approve a waiver request for Sections 22-1103.3.C and 22-1103.4.B(2) of 
the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance to allow for reduced planting perimeter areas as 
shown on the submitted revised plan. 

Mr. Jolin made a motion to approve the submitted plan on the condition of satisfying comments from 
the Borough Engineer’s letter dated 1/18/22 and the Zoning Officer’s letter dated 1/18/22.   Mr. Rice 
provided a second, and the motion passed 5-0. 

Scott English Special Events Venue Zoning Text Amendment:  Mr. English presented an 
application for a Zoning Text Amendment to add a new use to the Zoning Ordinance to provide 
for the increasing popularity of special events venues, and to increase the area allowed for 
commercial uses in the Elm Street Overlay District above 2,000 SF. 

Ms. Kipp recommended Special Events Venues be permitted by-right in the Industrial and 
Institutional Zoning Districts, in addition to the proposed GC, OT, and TC.   She also recommended 

  

 

 
 

 



 

 

they be permitted by Special Exception in the RO and ROR District in addition to the proposed 
R1A and ESO Districts.  There was consensus on the recommended revision. 

Mr. Jolin recommended reducing the proposed front and side setbacks for temporary and 
accessory structures when adjacent to a residential use or district from 20 feet to 15 feet, or 10 
feet with screening.  There was consensus on the recommended revision. 

There was some discussion about outdoor lighting, and that the proposed 10-foot candles at the 
property boundary would be very bright.  Mr. Clabaugh suggested language such ‘lighting shall 
produce no glare beyond the property boundary’.  He stated that a typical means of measuring 
glare is to stand at the specified boundary and hold up a sheet of paper, if you can clearly see your 
hand behind the paper there is a glare.  There was consensus on the recommended revision. 

Mr. Strauss made a motion to recommend that Borough Council accept the submitted application 
for Zoning Text Amendments based on the revisions discussed, and to remove Section 27-5A04.1 
relating to a 2,000 SF restriction on commercial uses.  Mr. Jolin provided a second, and the 
motion passed 5-0. 

Announcements: Mr. Strauss announced the next Planning Commission Meeting is Tuesday 
February 22, 2022 in Borough Council Chambers. 

Additional Comments from Planning Commissioners:  None. 

Public Comment:  None. 

Adjournment:   Ms. Kipp made the motion to adjourn at 8:45 p.m., Mr. Rice provided a second, and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 


